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It is with deep regret that the Madison Township Historical Soci-
ety Board has accepted the resignation of Alycia Rihacek as Pres-
ident. For many years, Alycia has led the MTHS in an exemplary 
manner. Her hard work, knowledge, and dependability has been 
deeply appreciated. We are hoping Alycia will continue to partic-
ipate in the society as a member. She has been the core of many 
events, including Salt Water Day and Old Bridge Day.  Dressing 
up in her ‘monkey suit’, as she calls it, brings a special meaning 
to certain activities. 
 
 

As acting Co-Presidents, we will continue the work of the MTHS 
until nominations and elections of the officers are fulfilled in the 
proper legal manner as stated in the By-Laws. Unfortunately, to 
complicate matters, it has come to our attention that, through an 
oversight on the part of society board and the nominating com-
mittee, a full slate of officers (President, Vice Presidents, Secre-
taries and Treasurer) should have been elected last April, in ad-
dition to the one director who was voted in.  
 
 

As this situation is outside the bylaws, the board’s plan to reme-
dy this is to present a slate of officers at the first meeting in Sep-
tember, to serve until full elections are held in April. The slate 
will be as follows: President—Chris Aboia; 1st Vice President—
Patricia Schuck; 2nd Vice President—Jack Becker; Recording 
Secretary—Carol Dennison; Corresponding Secretary—vacant;  
Treasurer—Rich Kujawinski.  
 
 

All positions are also open to nominations from the floor at Sep-
tember’s general meeting. As a reminder, you must have been a 
member in good standing for one year to hold a position on the 
board, and must be a current member in good standing to vote at 
October’s meeting.   —-See you in September.  
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A SCHOOLROOM STORY—Pat Schuck 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! 

 
We are so grateful for our faithful  

regulars! BUT could YOU help 

out by joining in on a Friday af-

ternoon from 12-4?  

 

Contact Pat Schuck 

for details.  

 
Is that a REAL Handkerchief?  

 Dressed as a school marm, I greeted the 3rd graders at 
the door of the Museum.  Sixty-five bodies full of ener-
gy, curiosity, and smiling faces were eager to begin. I 
was prompted to explain… look… do not touch until 
told.  Dividing the students into three groups, I began 
the first tour of the 1885 schoolhouse.  

Usually the first part was seeing the smelly old out-
house and touching the hard bumps of the hickory 
stick. While trying to keep their interest, I explained 
the use of the sharp point nub of an ink pen, and 
passed around a real piece of coal. 

One little boy in the last group, Trevor, had visited be-
fore.  He knew and was ready to answer every question 
I asked. He was ordinary in every other way. He wasn’t 
the biggest or smallest, he wasn’t devilish, but you 
could see he enjoyed every part of the tour. At last I was 
finished…the third time this morning. 

As the group began to leave, I 
pulled a handkerchief out of my 
long costume skirt. Trevor’s eyes 
lit up and sparkled, as his head 
turned to look at me. Is that a  
real handkerchief?  
 
Trevor explained  that he had 
learned about handkerchiefs from a book his teacher 
read them.  He remembered the pictures.  
 
Can you imagine? Children of 2016 have never seen a 
real handkerchief.  

So many of the items in our museum are unknown to 
our young visitors, even those we take for granted. The 
telephones, kitchen artifacts and other items we display 
“on the road” are popular with children and families, as 
a way of “remembering when”. Even handkerchiefs... 

 

 

 TIME TO          

RENEW 

YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP?  

See page 7 for form! 
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     As I write, spring is all but a memory and the Old Bridge is gearing up for summer. It has 
been an eventful few months at the museum, since my last Timepiece report to the member-
ship. School and scout group tours, families returning to visit articles donated over the years, 
events on and off site, plus lots of folks visiting us for the first time, and many new members 
have made the annual ‘thaw’ a busy and productive time! 

     One of my favorite experiences as curator of the Thomas Warne Museum is the discov-
ery—or rediscovery—of information and articles in our collection. While working on a pro-
ject with member Karen Moffat, and our late friend and member Jane Staeger on Ladies and 
Leaders of Old Bridge, we kicked up some old files on the all but forgotten history of 99 
Acres. As often happens with research, a tantalizing clue or clipping sends us off on a separate 
tangent—anyone who has attempted to explore their own family history knows exactly what 
that is like! Sometimes we face dead ends or conflicting accounts, but the journey is always 
exciting and can yield other tangents to keep us busy. 

      This past year has been full of great finds in our collection, as well as several new addi-
tions brought in by area residents. Other folks, unacquainted with township history, have 
found themselves going through boxes, collections and sometimes entire houses of family 
members or spouses. Yearbooks, maps, advertising brochures or cartons of old photos some-
times turn up, with Madison Township references, and we might get a phone call asking if we 
would be interested in such items for the museum. This is exactly the sort of link to local and 
social history we crave! 

       I know I’ve said this before, but please keep us in mind when cleaning out an attic, base-
ment or garage. We are always happy to get these forgotten treasures, and in some cases these 
items are the only remaining link to Old Bridge families, businesses and events. We hope you 
will consider passing them on to us, for a better and more comprehensive record of our town-
ship’s legacy! 

       We welcome members’ visits, whether doing particular research projects or just stopping 
in to say hello and see what’s new. Being a museum, what’s new is always something old!  It’s 
especially rewarding to have many regulars drop in, for conversation, suggestions and volun-
teer time, and we’re always digging up something fascinating from the files to investigate. 
Please join us any weekend, and if nothing else, enjoy the air conditioning! 

     Some very recent changes have opened the door to new plans and projects, and this sum-
mer will prove to be rewarding and active. The annual picnic, June 21, and MTHS support of 
Matawan’s Shark Week 100 year commemorative event in July are just two of the happenings. 
Clean up projects on and off site, Friday volunteer days, painting tasks and plans for guest 
speakers and ‘time travels’ are just a few of the activities. We welcome your suggestions and 
hope to see you soon! 

  

CURATORS NOTES—Kate Philbrick 
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More Curator’s Notes—Kate Philbrick  

 

THOMAS WARNE MUSEUM VISITS MALAYSIA! 

No, we’re not offering a holiday travel package! 

I just wanted to report a very interesting incident that occurred at the museum on a Saturday 
in early June. We sometimes order lunch or dinner if working late and always offer a tour to 
the delivery people who are new to us. One gentleman, who had come to the museum with 
deliveries and had taken the tour before, took out his phone and began walking around the 
gallery, filming and explaining items and display cases in what I believed was Chinese. I led 
him into the schoolhouse and he very excitedly translated the information I gave him for the 
party on the other end of the line. Then he filmed the two of us, and I saw a young lady on the 
screen, waving. 

“I am showing the museum to my wife in Malaysia! She has never seen any place like this!” 

He was very excited and after he left I don’t think I stopped smiling all afternoon. It was a 
first for the MTHS, made possible through the wonders of technology. Interesting to think 
that a modern device brought over 100 years of history to the far side of the world! 

  

THIS WAY TO THE…..INGRESS? 

To paraphrase Mr. Barnum! (in his famous museum he had signs ‘this way to the Egress’, 
which visitors assumed led to another fabulous or bizarre creature on exhibit. I’m sure they 
were disappointed to find themselves suddenly outside, having followed the path to the exit.) 

If you have been to the museum in recent months, visited on a weekend  or worked a Friday 
as a volunteer, you may have noticed a lot of vehicles pulling into the parking lot, stopping 
for awhile and then leaving without anyone getting out of their car. We frequently get people 
making U turns, but lately there have been folks who have parked in our lot for up to 45 
minutes. Apparently, the Thomas Warne Museum is now part of a digital game called Ingress. 

As an ‘app’ on cellphones, Ingress leads players to hundreds of sites that are considered of 
local importance. Usually landmarks, noteworthy locations or buildings, there are also In-
gress ‘portals’ at places as diverse as the Sayreville Water Tower, or the koi pond at a Chinese 
Buffet! Essentially, there are two colors or teams, and a player picks a team and tries to win 
the portal away from the other side. Naturally, that only lasts as long as the arrival of the next 
player! The museum and three of the trees on the property are considered portals. The intend-
ed goal of the game, according to the creators, is to make the public aware of the notable at-
tractions in the players’ home town, state or where ever they happen to travel. If nothing else, 
it has put the museum ‘on the map’ for many people who might have remained unaware, and 
hopefully will inspire them to come back and actually visit some day.       

Chalk it up as free advertising! 
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GOLDEN ROLL DONATIONS 
 

Thank you to all those who donated paper towels,  
cleaning supplies, toilet paper, and office supplies.  

 

Reminder: each donation will earn one entry into  
the Volunteer contest. Contest deadline is next  
June’s picnic. 
 
Items always needed: paper towels, toilet paper, 
printer ink. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE SOCIETY:  
 
 

 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY FAIR 
Due to a shortage of volunteers, the board declined to participate in the 
Middlesex County Fair this year. The Fair is a longstanding tradition in 
our county, and we would like to try to have a table once again next year.  
 
SALT WATER DAY—August 13, 2pm-10pm 
Volunteers are still needed for Salt Water Day. If several people would 
take short shifts, the table could be manned without over burdening our 
volunteers. Call the museum to sign up.  
 
OLD BRIDGE DAY—September 24 
Old Bridge Day is a great way to meet members of the community and  
acquaint them with the museum, as well as to garner more members for 
the Historical Society.  The “antique” telephones and artifacts are always a 
popular draw for the table, and again short shifts can be arranged. Richard   
Pucciarelli will be coordinating the plans for this event. 
 
51st Annual Apple Festival 
Tentatively planned for November. See next page for details!  
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Apple Festival HELP WANTED 

 

Our traditional Apple Festival,  
held each year in November celebrating  

the agricultural heritage of our township,  
is need of a new chair!  

 

Pat Schuck has turned in her organizer’s hat for this 
event. The red folder awaits a new leader. If no one steps 
up, we will be unable to hold this event. After 50 years 
of tradition, it would be shame to miss out on this popu-
lar event!  
 

CAN YOU HELP? We have many volunteers already on 
board—kitchen help, table workers, apple pie bakers, 
and Pat is happy to lend her expertise as assistant to the 
new chairperson but she is unable to take on the whole 
event. 

PLEASE SAY YES!!! 



Madison Township Historical Society Meeting Schedule 

2016 

 
 

Madison Township Historical Society 
2016 Membership Form 

 

Annual membership dues for the year 2016 in the Madison Township Historical Society (MTHS) are  
$15 for individual, $25 family, $10 student 

Dues are due by April 1st, 2016.  
To renew or apply for a new membership, please complete this form and make payment 

 in person at the Thomas Warne Museum or mail this completed form  
along with check or money order (Please Do Not Mail Cash) made payable to:  

 

Madison Township Historical Society—(memo note: “Membership”) 
       Mail to:  

Membership Committee 
Madison Township Historical Society 

4216 Route 516 
Matawan, NJ 07747 

Regular Meetings: at 7:00pm (Held the 3rd  
Tuesday of the Month unless otherwise noted) 

 

 January 19 
 February 16 
 March 15 
 April 19 
 May 17 
 June 21—picnic 

 July/August—no meeting 
 September 20 
 October 18 
 November 15 
 December -TBA  

Board of Directors: at 7:00pm (Held the 1st 
Monday of the Month unless otherwise noted) 

 January 4 
 February 1 
 March 7 
 April 4 
 May 2 
 June 6 

 July 4 
 August 1 
 September 5 
 October 3 
 November 7 
 December 5 

Check One 

□ 2016 Renewal 

□ New Member 

Please Print      DATE ______________ 

Name______________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _______ Zip ____________ 

Phone _____________________ Email ___________________________________ 

Special Interests or Hobbies ____________________________________________ 

Would you like to receive your Newsletter via Email?  Yes No 

Would you like to be a MTHS Committee Volunteer?  Yes No 

Would you like to be a Museum Volunteer?    Yes No 

For Office Use: 

 Cash  Check/MO#  AMOUNT PAID  RECEIPT  

 

We will do our best to contact the membership if inclement weather will cancel our Regular General Membership meetings.  

All Committees and Board of Director meetings will continue as scheduled, at the discretion of the Board or Committee Chair. 



“The Little Red School House” 

across from the Old Bridge 

Township High School Complex 
 

We welcome all questions and 

information pertaining to local 

family genealogy, township 

history, historic buildings and 

archeological findings.  
 

Community groups and school 

tours available by appointment. 

Home of the  
Madison Township Historical Society,  

serving Old Bridge Township.  
 

Open to the Public 
Fridays—Noon-4PM 

Saturday & Sunday  Noon-6PM 
 

PHONE: 732-566-2108 

FAX: 732-566-6943 
 

Visit Our Web Site 

www.thomas-warne-museum.com 

and Join Us on Facebook 

 

Madison Township Historical Society 

4216 Route 516 

Matawan, NJ 07747 

Thomas Warne Museum & Library 


