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We’ve put the ravages of a wild and white winter behind us and cautiously, like
the daffodils start poking our heads up through the blanket of last autumn’s
leaves. I must apologize for not having been more timely in my duties toward the
Timepiece--- not to sound corny but the time just kept slipping by. In keeping
with the nature of museums, it’s all history now!
The summer and fall of 2014 brought several visitors to us, for tours, research, and the occasional Yard Sale. The impromptu nature of these sales
brought us some modest success, and we hope to improve that record in the season ahead. Many thanks to those who have been donating items throughout the
off months, and who have attended and shopped, adding funds to the Historical
Society coffer. Plans for more such sales are in the works, and we hope you will
come and find a few treasures you can’t live without. Please give the museum a
call any weekend to see what we have on schedule.
Thanks to the generosity of members and strangers, we have also received
new and interesting items for the collection. Mr. William Tracey kindly sent us a
wonderful collection of military items, which were displayed at some of the meetings last fall. These included great military artifacts, a framed collection of medals, and an original Civil War era document. Of particular note, a non-military
artifact: a harmonica amplifier! Something most of us had never even heard of
before.
You may be aware that we have now in our possession a large and beautiful
1850s oil portrait which has also been displayed at meetings, of a Warne/Appleby
descendant, painted by the celebrated period artist Frederick Spencer, and soon
to be gracing the gallery wall above the hearth. Among our other new additions, a
framed Temperance Society Certificate, and a DVD composed of sections of old
8mm family movies, showing parade routes and marchers relating to Old Bridge
history from the late 1950s and into the 60s.
I regret that my own activities concerning the museum and of course reporting for the Timepiece came to an abrupt halt in October, with the loss of my dad,
Chet. Dad was a longtime member of the Historical Society, who had been
fighting heart problems and recurrence of cancer. Surprisingly, it was neither of
these problems that took him. I know he was familiar to many folks here, and the
kind support of members and friends has been much appreciated. He was one of
a kind, and will be sorely missed.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
We are so grateful for our faithful
regulars! BUT could YOU help
out by joining in on a Friday afternoon from 12-4?
Contact Pat Schuck
for details.

TIMEPIECE NOTE:
This is the first issue of the newsletter for 2015, and indeed, we haven’t
published a newsletter since June.
Apologies from all concerned, and
hopefully we will be back on a regular schedule now.
Deb Stanley, Newsletter Editor

MORE AT THE MUSEUM — Kate Philbrick
For that reason there wasn’t much of a Christmas Holiday spirit at the
museum; only minimal decorating due to my situation, but we had a
most excellent display of vintage and antique children’s sleds on loan
from Pat Schuck. They definitely brightened the gallery and helped
add holiday cheer-- thanks again, Pat!
The winter months slowed us down considerably, with snow and
frigid temps causing us to close for several days throughout the last
few months. Even with the parking lot cleared and the sun out on occasion, visitation was light. We did however get folks in for genealogical research, and a number of our members came to visit over the winter and spend an afternoon or two. Through it all, new surprises kept
arriving, including some wonderful old maps and plans collected from
the township by president Alycia Rihacek. Add to that the office and
maintenance supplies donated by our members, making even the slow
months productive!
We do note with some sadness the passing of other long time
members over the winter, including Ted Marcin, Dennis Barthine, and
Paul Hauser . The list of hospitalized and ailing members has grown as
well, and we hope as spring brings new life, situations for all improve.
As curator I have also been involved with a project regarding Notable Woman of Old Bridge Township. Organized by long time member
Jane Staeger, and Karen Moffat, the project committee concerns itself
with documenting those women in the township’s history who have
contributed in its growth and success, These include former Mayors,
town council members, educators, and unique people such as Mary
Brown, as much to be celebrated as a business woman and mother as
town clerk. The library is hosting the committee’s first efforts, a display about Mary Brown for the month of March.
I was also contacted by a UK based film production company regarding information about the activities of the pirate Captain Kidd in
our area. They are working on a new History Channel program, and
came to the US, scheduled to film on March 5-- the day of the big
snowstorm! Dave Johns and I met with them despite the storm at a
diner where interviews were filmed, and maps from the Headwaters
book were featured. We were informed that particular segment may or
may not be used in the final cut-- if so, it will be aired over the summer, and hopefully the Historical Society will get History Channel exposure.
As the weather warms and regular meetings begin again, plans are underway for some super events, including a second date for the always
popular Tea With Mrs. Lincoln fundraiser. We will resume Yard Sale
fundraisers, and participate in events outside of the museum, such as
the Middlesex County History Fair scheduled for May 31st at East Jersey Old Town, as well as the festivities for Cheesequake Park in June.
So let’s all shake off the last bits of snow, and prepare for some exciting times-- volunteers always welcomed!
The museum is open Fridays 12 to 4, and Saturdays and Sundays until
April 11-5, returning to regular hours 12 -6 after that. Please stop by
and say hello, sign up for volunteering on Fridays, or just come to
browse our new additions.
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COMING SOON

HISTORY DAY

TEA WITH

Sponsored by The Middlesex County
Cultural & Heritage Commission

MRS. LINCOLN
By popular demand, a second date (May 16) has
been added this year. Only
a few seats are left.
Contact Pat Schuck for
tickets (or to volunteer).






Historic Craft Demonstrations
18th century Music
Tours
Historic Games
Sunday, May 31 10AM-4PM
East Jersey Olde Towne, Piscataway

Volunteer Opportunities!
A quick note from the President! Howdy folks, I’m on the road again!

CHEESEQUAKE
STATE PARK
75th Anniversary

Saturday, June 6, 10AM
Do you have any photos or
memorabilia from past years
to share? Contact the park
superintendent or call the
museum!

I’m very pleased to see all of our Members, Volunteers & Friends doing a
fantastic job at the Museum.
To continue our educational outreach to the broader community, I’ve
signed us up to attend several Events this year, and would like to ask for
a few volunteers to help out. Don’t worry, none of it will require heavy
lifting… just your presence, smile and passion for our organization and
the history of our great township. Give me a call at 732-991-3743 or
email Alee6k@me.com, and sign up with me, for the event days listed
below.
There are several research projects that I have back on the desktop and
a few ideas for some fun promotional events! Stay tuned and Keep on
Truckin’!








June 6—Cheesequake State Park 75th Anniversary
August 3-9—Middlesex County Fair
August 9—Salt Water Day, Laurence Harbor
September 19—Old Bridge Day
October 3—Monmouth County Archives Day—1920s
theme, tours of archives
October (date TBA)—Old Bridge Speedway Day
November 8—Apple Festival (50th Anniversary)
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FLOWERS AT TWM—PAT SCHUCK
Flowers are blooming and growing at the Museum. Stop, smell
and admire. Maybe you’ll feel like watering and weeding one day.
It started many years ago. Past President Carolyn Blahota planted Siberian Iris in the side garden. There are various azaleas also
on the grounds.
A Boy Scout troop arranged the front garden around the flag pole. There is also another bed at the
base of the sign. Another Boy Scout troop worked on arranging the side garden around the old iris
flowers. As you enter the driveway, there is another bed started by a Boy Scout troop, which consists of Tiger Lilies and Phlox. We have been fortunate to have many Boy Scout projects which benefited our museum.
The past two years, Deb Stanley and other members have donated coupons from Morganville Flower Farm, and many perennials were purchased and planted in the flagpole and sign area. Last year,
hostas and various perennials in the purple family were added to the side garden.
When Harry of Morganville Flower Farm heard of our Museum Flower Gardens, he generously donated many plants at the close of the flower season. His donations continue to beautify the
grounds. Now that spring is here, stop by and see the beauty emerging.

IN MEMORY OF OUR DECEASED MEMBERS
CHESTER PHILBRICK
DENNIS BARTHINE
THEODORE MARCIN
PAUL HAUSER
Our deepest sympathies to their families
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EVENTS PAST AND FUTURE—Pat Schuck
NO WINTER LASTS FOREVER NO SPRING FAILS TO APPEAR Spring is almost here.
We have wonderful memories of the Holiday Luncheon. Thanks to our generous hosts
Deb and Steve Stanley for sharing their home with us. The food and members were
gathered for the most enjoyable afternoon. Once again many thanks from all of us. Looking forward to next year's event. The entertainment was the practice of the
Sleigh Ride Music led by the talented Linda McGovern. Lots of laughs preparing for our
next event.
The Sleigh Ride Celebration was held at the Museum in January. Once
again Linda led us in the music handed down from Harriette Chamberlain. She was a teacher in town, who believed in the importance of music
in the public school system. By using simple music and kindergarten instruments, she brought music to the school children she loved so
much. Punch and cookies were served, donated by members. We were fortunate to have
a Suburban Reporter photographer spend the afternoon with
us. Various guests joined us. Some had their photos appear in the
newspaper.
The Allens, members of the society, had earlier donated a new
American Flag. Later in the afternoon Boy Scout Troop 192 came
with their leaders and Patti Brook. The troop retired our old worn
flag and replaced it with the new. Thanks to the Allens and the scouts.
For several weeks a Sled collection was on display in the Museum. The sleds were on
loan from the Schuck family.
Now we are ready for Spring and Tea. The 5th Annual Tea with
Mrs Lincoln will be held on April 11, 2015 at 2pm. A full tea will
be served, including 6 savories and 6 sweets, door prizes, music
and a special presentation on Civil War Mourning Customs by
Mrs Lincoln (Judi Cox). This event is SOLD OUT!
Due to popularity of this event, ANOTHER TEA is scheduled for May 16, 2015, 2pm. To
reserve your ticket ($25 donation), call Pat Schuck at 732 -566-5029. Tickets sell out
quickly. Let’s have some TEA.
We are seeking new items to be donated for door prizes. We need at least 80 in order to
have a prize for everyone. We also need volunteers to donate sandwiches and savories
and to help serve at both teas. All the items need to be for one or both teas. Set a table
using your favorite table setting. There will be a total of 12 tables of 6 and 2 tables of
4. CALL PAT FOR TEA FUN. 732-566-5029
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GOLDEN ROLL
DONATIONS

ANNUAL

Thank you to all
those who donated paper towels,
cleaning supplies,
toilet paper, and
office supplies.

PICNIC

Reminder: each
donation will
earn one entry
into the Volunteer contest.
Contest deadline
is June 15
(member picnic).

MEMBER
JUNE 17, 6PM
Don’t miss this chance to
mingle with fellow members
and enjoy a delicious potluck dinner! Bring a chair
and some food to share—
desserts still needed!

Apple Festival—A 50 year tradition!
NOVEMBER 8, 2015 from 12:00 to 4:00PM, Old Bridge Civic Center
Would you like to be a part of it?
There are many ways to participate. Whether it be 3 months, 3 days or 3 hours, your help will make another success story.
 The artist in you may want to be involved in judging the children’s poster contest.
 Maybe you're a P.R. person. Good publicity is so important.
 The apple peelers and bakers are the "CORE" of the Festival.
 Volunteers are needed on the day of the Festival (from 10AM to 4PM) for transport
of artifacts, setup of displays, and sales of food, crafts, gift items and Attic Treasures.
 Have something to donate (food, crafts, attic treasures)?
 Have an idea on how we can improve the Apple Festival?
Hope to hear from you soon, Patricia Schuck and Deb Stanley
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Madison Township Historical Society Meeting Schedule

2015

Regular Meetings: at 7:00pm (Held the 3rd
Tuesday of the Month unless otherwise noted)







January 20
February 17
March 17
April 21
May 19
June 16—picnic







July/August—no meeting
September 15
October 20
November 17
December -TBA

Board of Directors: at 7:30pm (Held the 1st
Monday of the Month unless otherwise noted)







January 12
February 9
March 9
April 13
May 4
June 1

July 6
August 3
September 7
October 5
November 2
December 7








We will do our best to contact the membership if inclement weather will cancel our Regular General Membership meetings.
All Committees and Board of Director meetings will continue as scheduled, at the discretion of the Board or Committee Chair.

Madison Township Historical Society
2015 Membership Form
Annual membership dues for the year 2015 in the Madison Township Historical Society (MTHS) are
$15 for individual, $25 family, $10 student
Dues are due by April 1st, 2015.
To renew or apply for a new membership, please complete this form and make payment
in person at the Thomas Warne Museum or mail this completed form
along with check or money order (Please Do Not Mail Cash) made payable to:

Madison Township Historical Society—(memo note: “Membership”)
Mail to:
Membership Committee
Madison Township Historical Society
4216 Route 516
Matawan, NJ 07747

Check One

Please Print

DATE ______________

□ 2015 Renewal
□ New Member

Address ____________________________________________________________

Name______________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State _______ Zip ____________
Phone _____________________ Email ___________________________________
Special Interests or Hobbies ____________________________________________
Would you like to receive your Newsletter via Email?

Yes

No

Would you like to be a MTHS Committee Volunteer?

Yes

No

Would you like to be a Museum Volunteer?

Yes

No

For Office Use:
Cash

Check/MO#

AMOUNT PAID

RECEIPT

Thomas Warne Museum & Library
“The Little Red School House”
across from the Old Bridge
Township High School Complex
We welcome all questions and
information pertaining to local
family genealogy, township
history, historic buildings and
archeological findings.
Community groups and school
tours available by appointment.

Madison Township Historical Society
4216 Route 516
Matawan, NJ 07747

Home of the
Madison Township Historical Society,
serving Old Bridge Township.
Open to the Public
Fridays—Noon-4PM
Saturday & Sunday Noon-6PM
PHONE: 732-566-2108
FAX: 732-566-6943

Visit Our Web Site
www.thomas-warne-museum.com
and Join Us on Facebook

